VISIT  TO   PARIS

which the Emperor supported his plea for our understand-
ing with France in particular. He was much more indul-
gent than England and Austria respecting our sins against
occidental policy. He never spoke German to me, either
then or later.

That my visit to Paris had caused displeasure at the
court at home, and had intensified, especially in the case
of Queen Elizabeth, the ill-feelings already entertained
towards me, I was able to perceive at the end of Septem-
ber of the same year. While the King was proceeding
down, the Rhine to Cologne to attend the cathedral build-
ing festival, I reported myself at Coblentz and was, with
my wife, invited by his Majesty to perform the journey to
Cologne on the steamer; my wife, however, was ignored
by the Queen on board and at Remagen.1 The Prince of
Prussia, who had observed this, gave my wife his arm and
led her to table. At the conclusion of the meal I begged
for permission to return to Frankfort, which was granted
me.

It was not until the following winter, during which
the King had again approached me, that he asked me once
at dinner, straight across the table, my opinion concerning
Louis Napoleon; his tone was ironical. I replied: ' It is
my impression that the Emperor Napoleon is a discreet
and amiable man, but that he is not so clever as the world
esteems him. The world places to his account every-
thing that happens, and if it rains in eastern Asia at an
unseasonable moment chooses to attribute it to some malev-
olent machination of the Emperor. Here especially we
have become accustomed to regard him as a kind of gtnie
du mal who is for ever only meditating how to do mis-

1 Cf. Bismarck's letter to Gerlach of October 7, 1855.